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of one of his phenomenal rages and the night was unlikely to end with-
out a scene.

Since the start of the year, that number had never fallen below a

seven.

Despite this, or perhaps because of it, it w'as to his ersrwhile lover',

Lord Alfred l)ouglas, that Oscar initially turned his attention as he took
his seat, but Bosie, who generally preferred to be the one keeping others

u,'aiting, was locked in conversation with the journalist Robert Sherard,

deliberately ignoring his patron in punishment for his late arrival. FIis

thick biond hair fell haphazardly across his forehead and as he brushed

it away from those pin-prick blue eyes, Oscar noticed a new ring - rose

gold, studded with pave diamonds - adorning the third finger of his left

hand and recognized it as one that the boy had admired in Heming's

windor'v a few days earlier. He'd insisted on going inside to try it on, but

it cost fro. and Oscar had baulked at the price, standing his ground in an

uncharacteristic show of independence, which led to hours of sr.rlking

and a refusal to accompany him to dinner later that evening. In spite of
his noble parentage, Bosie never had a penny to his name, of course, so

he must have returned to the store later and charged the ring to Oscar's

account. as he did with most of his expenses. The biil would doubtless

be strr r,r Tite Srre et in due course. Just as the invoice for the pocket

s atch strung across his r.r-aistcoat had been, not to mention that for the

u,aistcoat itseif. His trousers, shirt, jacket, even his shoes and under-

wear, had all been paid for by Oscar, a cause of increasing concern for
the writer for although the royalties from his plays continued to ro11 in,

they rolled out just as quickly, and his accounts were always in arrears.
'Oscar,' said Sherard, turning to greet him. 'We were just discussing-'
'Manners,' said Bosie, sitting up in his chair and reaching for his cham-

pagne glass. He tapped some ash into a silver tra\,' and plucked a stray

pinch of tobacco from berween his teeth, examining it for a moment
before flicking it away. 'We were discussing manners.'

'Is that so?' replied Oscar. 'l've always believed that such delicacies

should fall away, like milk teeth, during one's youth. The rudest men

I've ever known have sat at the very pinnacle of sociery while those who

sweep the streets behave with perfect courtesy. But why such a

conversation, dear boy? Has sc

bond and I shall have him turre
'O"ly you,' said Bosie. 'Punr

yourself and others, wouldn't v
Oscar glanced towarrds the r

over the fireplace, no -ng 
that tr

ter hour.
'Christiaru,' he said" 'qpoke c

theological virtues before later
and courage to their list of insiEi

life. I don t recall timekeeping b
some time since I read my Bible

'When i'm kept waiting' sai,

companion has suffered some c:
'That's kind of you,' replied (

it's because he'll arril-e with a m
"r\nd canyou offer such a rhirr,

ln lieu of an apology, I mean- sir
-It's true that I am late to the i

to his 6smpanions. 'But not to
prompdy upon the hour but u-a

the hallway and stopped to ralk r
Bosie,'he added, glancing dowr

knife so its tip pointed torr-ard-s h:

s-ere vouxger and morE arnusirl

Robbie bit his Iip to stop hirn.
a furious expression, reaching t
itseH to be empry Thrusting it
cmnched loudly against the ice-

his fingers repeatedly to fl]rrunor
'Don't,' said Sherard, pllling tr

'Weil, they're nor fast enour

servlce.

hndhowwas your da-r-, Osar.
seeing Waller, weren't ),ou?'

'I was and I did,'he replied_ 'l
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discuss a note for An ldeal" Husband, a piece of business that Cosmo

insists upon at every performance. Have you seen it since opening night,

any of you? No? Oh, but you must! Its author has clearly been touched

by genius. But, playing the Vicomte, Cosmo has this absurd habit of
placing both arms by his side and then flapping them repeatedly

whenever he's in conversation with Mrs Cheveley. OnIy her; no one else.

I don't know if he has designs on Florence and the poor man simply

can't control his lust, but in his dinner jacket, he looks ridiculous and

puts me in mind of a constipated penguin. I've spoken to him about it
time and again, but he refuses to listen. Thinks he knows the character

beffer than I do. In the end, I decided the director should take control.'
'r\nd Waller agreed?'

'Eventually,' he replied. 'But I don t hold out much hope. After all,

one doesn't so much speakwith Cosmo as against him and-'
By the table, a loud report signalled the opening of a fresh bottle of

champagne, and Bosie responded by pushing his glass forward.
'I do hate that sound,' continued Oscar, and the young waiter, who

had been looking pleased with himself for not allowing a spume to
erupt volcanically from the neck, blushed a little before scampering off
again. 'There's something rather plebeian about it, I feel. A law should

be passed to ensure that champagne bottles are opened in an anteroom

before being carried, quietly and without ceremony, to the table.'
'I quite like it,' replied Bosie, already finishing his flute and reaching

for the bottle to pour another. 'To me, it's the sound of ecstasy.'

'Or of ecstasy yet to come,' suggested Sherard.
'No, that's dtfferent. From some, the sound of imminent pleasure is

the Very music of sex. From others, it recalls the screeching of pigs rut-
ting in a barn. From Oscar - as you know Robbie-'

'My dear boy,' said Oscar, accepting dte glass that had been poured

for him and bringing it to his lips. 'It's a little early in the evening for
such boorishless, don't you think? Conversation about dgyaopdE,

which I assume is what you're referring to, should be withheld until the

fish course.'
'Was that clever?' asked Sherard, looking around.
'Not particularly,' replied Oscar. 'But I daresay The Sttfandwould give

me a shilling for it. However, to return to Robbie's original question, it

pains me to say that my dayhes
the theatre, I stopped here to re
myJdst visit. My inrenrion was

an afternoon's reading but my
rleasons.'

'What happened?' asked RoH
reaching into his inner pocket
whichhe passedto his rigfuc Atn
tlre name of the sender, MatqtLs

words, For Oscar WilAe, 1rnisiarg s

before looking up in astonishme
'He dared send this to youl h
'Ten days ago, apparendy,'re

languishing behind rhe portert
patient wolf.'

'What does it say?' asked S

Robbie before scanning it quicu
Now Bosie leaned over to rEz

Orar to decipher, although it w
'He is a dog,'he said eventual

to his companions. A rabid dog
'He is also your fathea' rqlli

ryelling is as refined as his rnrn
with earlier. Remind me, Robtir

'Magdalene. Not our Magdal
'Uneducated, you msan,' sai(

degree in the end.'

h family trait, it sggrns,'mut
'Oscar, this can't be allowedt

but storing it away in his mind ft
'I admit that I was shockedwt

is only matched by ia insolene-
'He means to provoke you-'
'Then he has zucceeded-'
'His hatred for me runs so d

pain for the people I love.'
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'But this isn't about you, Bosie,' said Robbie. 'It's about Oscar. The

insult is aimed in his direction, not yours.'
'When it comes to my father, everything is about me. Do you think if

Oscar and I hadn't taken up together that he would have cared who he

spends time with? The insults, the gossip, the chatter that rings in his

ears wherever people see us. There goes Oscar Wilde with his boy. That's

what they say, isn't it? Only he doesn't want me for Oscar's boy, does he?

He doesn't want me for anyone's boy, save his own.'
'You must learn to control your emotions, my dear Bosie,' said Oscar,

draining his glass and allowing Sherard to pour him another. 'There's

nothing to be gained by becoming overly demonstrative. After a1l, w-e

are not Italians.'
'How will you respond?' asked Robbie.
'I'l,e spent the afternoon asking myself that very thing. It's clear that

this communication brings matters to a head, but we all knew that w-as

bound to happen sooner or later. The man follows me around London
creating the most appalling scenes. You know that he came to my house

not so long ago with one of his bully-boy friends, demanding that I
break with Bosie? I had to turn both of them out on to the street and

instruct our new maid, Nancy, never to grant them admission again. It
was the poor girl's first week, too. What must she think of us? He attacks

me in restaurants, books tickets for my opening nights in order to
denounce me from the stalls. He would have succeeded too at Earnest,

if word hadn't reached me in time and I was unable to have him, and his

bouquet of rotten vegetables, apprehended. He won't rest until he's put
me in my grave.'

'We11, it's a clear Ubel, Oscar,' said Sherard. 'Composed by a bully.

And if I learned anything at Elizabeth, it's that bullies will continue to
torment their victims until someone stands up to them. Then they fold
like a cheap suit.'

'Sherard's right,' agreed Bosie. 'He's given you the ammunition you
need. If you take a case against him now, you'll certainly triumph.' He

offered the group a vindictive smile, only stopping short of rubbing his

hands together in glee. 'l've waited years to see that monster in the dock.

Humiliate him, Oscar! Destroy him!'
An uncomfortable silence fell across the table as the other diners in

th" ,oo- glanced around to sec r
ungentlemanly fashion and Rd
calrnhim.

'I would certainly have cause r

slowly and thoughtfirlly. 'In fact
mined to do that very thing- But
first. Robbie, I trust yourjudgem

'I'm with Bosie on this,'h. oqli
time to think 'Queensberry's h
back down and his attacks ea y1

them unchallenged. Your silenct

has, I think, become an obsession
'It's not Oscar he hates,' mag

ttrat venom towards Oscar.'
'In this farce,' continued Robbr

dear that someone will eventualh

it being the latter, you musr acr-'

Oscar nodded as he retrieyed t
him and staring at it as if he hopec

into something less provocatire-
'He has no evidence, of course

corroborate his charge.'
'He could easily find some,'sai
'How?'

'Oscar, don t be naive. The bor
'The boys would never betrey r

'The boys would betray their r

you really put your faith in the r

trutls? Piccadilly is firll of rentenr:
all. It wouldn't be &fficult for Que
loose as their morals.'

?\n English court would neyer I

of a gentleman. Especially rct o

Apollo.'
'I'm not sure they take the ber

replied Robbie.
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'alqqou parldar

.'tunorle otur spoC eql Jo suoltJlpauaq eqt e>lpt daqt atns tou tu.I,

.'o1ody
dg paqrnot ueaq seq 1nos asorl,l.r euo tou dleoadsg 'ueualtua8 e go

1eql Ja o dog laa;ls E Jo pJo,u erlt JIEI Je^eu plno,^d. trnot qsq8ug uy

,'slEJour JIaql sE asool

sB san8uot qtra\,^A.eJ E pug ot dr.raqsuaan) roJ linrgJIp ag t.upFo.^a tI 'ile

u-raqt peq a,t.nod 1nq - -{.rros tu.I - pue sratuar Jo IInJ sr dlppettr6 islinrl
paqsr;a,todur go SueB E Jo uolterlslp eqt ul qtIPJ -rnod lnd dlpar no,{

ue3 'Suqrqs E roJ srar{loupue.r8 u,tno .rraqr derraq PFo,^4. sdoq aq1,

.'eru dertaq Je^au plno.^e s,{oq aqa,

, s,{oq aql 'alreu Jq t.uop 'JEJSO,

.i,\NOH,

,'peraprsuor eq tsnur tEqL 'prEreqs plES .'auros pug dpsea p1nol eH,

.' a8:eq: srq eteJoqoJJof

o1 Surqto11, 'lueulo[u E reue ples aq .'astno] Jo 'afuapl^a ou sel{ eH,
'a.trlero,Lord ssel Surqlauos otul

r.uJoJsuerl diprr8eru rq8nu spJo,\\ eqr padoq er{ JI sE tI lE SuIJEts puE tulq

eroJJq alqel aql uo tr Sutreld'pJel eql pelalJter aI{ sE peppou relso

.'1lE tsnru nod '.ratre1 aql Suraq rr

tua,tard q1 'nod Jo urrH 'padorrsap ag dlenrua,La II,^ euoeruos teqt JEa]l

suieas tr, 'uortdnletur eqt Sutrou8r 'alqqoU penultuof, .'efJ€J slqt uI,

.'rEfso spfie\q uroue^ lEr{l

stlaJrp .{ldturs eH iaru s.tl, 'alsog paddeus .'sateq eq relso tou s.tl,

.'uorssesqo uE aluoleq'>luql I 'seq

nod ro; perler{ slH 'tulq suaploque eluels rnol "pa8ualleqlun tuaql

a,Lee1 nod Jr asJo,AA ,u.o:8 dluo p-,rt nod uo s>lletlE slrl pue u,^d.op >lleq

Jelau ]l.aH dpep sasearfur ssauqsrrooq s.dr.raqsuaan), '1ulqt ot arull

Jlesrurq a,r.r8 ot aua;e8n e Suqq8q 'per1da,r ag .'slqt uo eIsog qtl A tu.l,

.inod des tEr{rry\'tuaua8pnirno,( tsnrt I '.elqqog 'tsrg

rq8noqr 1e nod tEq,^. rEaq ot petue,t\ 1 rng '8urqt d:a,L 1eqt op ot pau(u

--retep uoourale sII{t Jo qrnlu tuads I '}rEJ ul, dlpgiq8noqt pue d1.roro1s

Surleeds 'rElso paar8e .'uoure a>lEr or esnel al€q dlurctrar pFo-^a I,
'IIIq urlEl

ot LuJE s.arsog uo pueq e plEI elqqo5 pue uolqsE-] dlueualtua8un

uE qlns ur pesr€J Suraq a;e.u. safrol dq,n aas ol punoJe pa:ue18 urooJ el{l

ur s;qutp raqro rqr s" EqEr 4 s

.>IloP eql rII Jalsuou leIp *rs (rl sI

srq Surqqnr Jo uoqs Sqddou Ip
ag .'qdurnur t(pu-euar 1.no{'rso
nod uorlrunurure agt no{ uaar8 s

plog,teqr uarll 'ruarp or dn ry
ol arunluof, IIL$' seilnq ]sIP s.I[ 1

dlpq e dq pasoduof,, .prerrr6

1nd s.aq ltrrm Ner l.uo,$. f,H ?ef
sr-q pue turl aaeq ot elqsun si' I
'$eutpg lE oo1 PJPaJf,f,ns aqP!
01 Japro uI sJqSru Surmdo ,Su

$lf,Eue eH isn Jo IuFp erF rsrIIII!
r1 'ure8e uorssrurpE uap rw,6 o

Pue laeJls arp 01 uo lno @tP JC

1 reqr Surpueunp 'spu)rq rfuq-i
esnoq du ot aursJ egltqr.uoql
uopuol punoJe alu srto[[oJ IIEUI

se.&\ leql aetr)I IP err lng TrEeg I
1"rll reep s.rl '8tmn ,fua,r rep jSal

x

e^r'[e JaIV'aartertsuoruap {F
s.aJer{L 'Jaqlorre uu-q rnod or p
tef,so pres .'apog reap du'suou

.'IL[O slq ailE:

ieq seop 'doq s.rersg JoJ Jrrr rrur
s.teqJ '{oq qqqlq anll1 toaso s

srq rn s8uu lEtp JauErp aqr 'Qss

aq oq^a paJef, eAEr{ P[noll aq luq

JI {ur-qt nod oq 'aru lnoqE sr 8uq

.-sr

ar{J 'relso lnoq" s.ll, 'srqqou P


